
Parish of Morrisburg, Iroquois and Riverside Heights
Parish Central Committee Meeting

St. James’, Morrisburg
November 14, 2013

Present: Arlene Armstrong, Chris Braginetz, Yvonne Deeks, Kitty Eamon, Robert Gillard, Elizabeth Irwin, Joan 
Larocque, Marilyn Markell, Sue McCullough, Doug Millard, Jim Millard, George Pinch, Melody Praine, Bob Ruddock 
(Treasurer for St. James’ and Holy Trinity), Isobel Tuttle, Carole Walsh. 
Regrets: Brenda Bradley.

1. Gathering
The meeting opened with prayer led by Melody Praine at 7:30 p.m.                                                               

2. Approval of the agenda and additions
The agenda was approved on a motion by Isobel Tuttle, seconded by Melody Praine. Carried.

3. Reading of the Minutes
The minutes of September 5 were accepted with the change of “in-ground pool” to “swimming pool” 
in #8 on a motion by Jim Millard, seconded by Joan Larocque. Carried.

4. Business arising from the Minutes
- Online Donations: Chris Braginetz will speak to Bob Ruddock about setting up the online donation form for Holy 
Trinity and St. James’. 
- Parish Photo Directory: Melody Praine is taking the photos for St. James’ and Jim Millard for St. John’s. They will
send the photos to the Rector and she will forward them to IPC.
- Office Phone: Elizabeth Irwin reported that the change from Bell to Eastlink will happen on Nov. 19.
- Rectory Sewer pipe: Arlene has quotes from Testerink Construction and Morrisburg Plumbing. WPSS in 
Williamsburg indicated that they were not interested. According to Matt Bilmer of Morrisburg Plumbing the old oil 
tanks have to come out. After considerable discussion it was decided to investigate the cost of that after the sewer 
pipe work is done. Work is currently being done on the sewers and water lines on High Street by the Municipality so 
it was felt that this is a good time to do this project.                                                                                                        
It was moved by Robert Gillard and seconded by Yvonne Deeks that we hire Morrisburg Plumbing to do the 
work to replace the Rectory sewer pipe. Carried.
- Rectory fence: Rev. Sue reported that the fence has been repaired by Testerink Construction and the gate is 
working well. She reminded the Committee that she has offered to cover half the cost. 
- Back-to-Church Sunday: Rev. Sue noted that there was not a lot of enthusiasm for Back-to-Church Sunday this 
year. It was mentioned that some were invited but did not come. Rev. Sue suggested that the PCC should watch 
Michael Harvey’s DVD in preparation for next year’s Back-to-Church Sunday.
- Madagascar Night: Elizabeth Irwin reported that the Madagascar Night was a big success. It was a full house and
over $5300 was raised for the Madagascar School Project.
- Parish Website: Jim Millard and Joan Larocque got together to discuss ideas for the website. They looked at 
other church sites and came up with some suggestions (eg: PDF documents and a link to pages showing the 
stained glass windows at St. James’ and Holy Trinity). Chris Braginetz said that he would absorb the cost of the 
domain name so that the site would not cost anything for the parish. Rev. Sue suggested that we have the next PCC
meeting in January at St. James’ where there is a wireless internet connection so that everyone can have the 
opportunity to look at the website and discuss it. 
- Website sponsors: Chris Braginetz noted that the Anglican Church of Canada website has corporate sponsors 
and that he feels it is a good idea. After a discussion it was decided to put this idea on hold until the new parish 
website is established.

5. Financial Report (Arlene Armstrong)   (attached)
Arlene reported that everything is paid up to date. We received a rebate of $155.00 for the Clergy Conference which 
Rev. Sue did not attend. The bank balance is $4,246.10. The cash flow comparison is satisfactory. 
Rev. Sue thanked Arlene for her hard work on our behalf.
It was moved by Arlene Armstrong and seconded by Doug Millard that the financial reports be accepted. 
Carried.
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- 2014 numbers/Support Grant: Arlene announced that our amounts owing to the Diocese for 2014 are $69,919 for 
ECOPS and $ 31,458 for Parish Fair Share. Our total, including insurance ($13,913), is down $56.00 from 2013. We 
cannot appeal the ECOPS amount. The Fair Share amount is down so it cannot be appealed. In 2013 the parish had a 
deficit budget of $19,500 which was covered by $10,000 in the Parish Central Bank Account and a support grant of 
$9,500 from the Diocese. For 2014 the deficit will be at least $19,500.00, so the parish has again applied for a support 
grant. On November 13 the Property & Finance Committee granted us $7,500, leaving a shortfall of $12,000.              
The 2013 percentages used for each congregation were: St. James’ 58.4%, St. John’s 23.6%, Holy Trinity 18.0%.     
This would mean at least an extra $7008 for St. James’, $2832 for St. John’s and $2160 for Holy Trinity for 2014.
Arlene noted that Michael Herbert and the Bishop will be coming to discuss finances with our Parish Council.                  
There are two parish trust funds held by the Diocese: the Matilda-Iroquois Rectory Trust Fund and the Phyllis Jowett 
Estate. Arlene said that she is seeking more information about the legal status of these funds.
Chris Braginetz suggested the possibility of Holy Trinity sharing its building with St. John’s Lutheran congregation next 
door. There will be further discussions on this.
The general feeling of the group was that our financial situation should be communicated with the congregations and 
addressed in a positive and pro-active manner.
It was moved by Marilyn Markell and seconded by Yvonne Deeks that a committee be formed consisting of a 
Warden or Wardens from each congregation and the Parish and Congregational Treasurers to assess the 
financial position of the Parish and make suggestions as to the way forward. Carried.
It was decided that the members of the committee would be: Robert Gillard, Isobel Tuttle, Jim Millard, Arlene Armstrong, 
Bob Ruddock and Joan Larocque, who will act as Secretary.

6. Rector’s Report
Rev. Sue noted that her holiday did not turn out as hoped. Dave McCullough is in Morrisburg at present, recuperating 
well from his operation. His next check-up is on Nov. 28. There have been five funerals since the last PCC meeting in 
September. The Bishop will be visiting the parish on Sunday, September 7, 2014. It will be a Parish service at St. John’s.

7. New Business
- Skype for facilitating electronic meetings: Chris Braginetz suggested that the members install Skype on their 
home computers so that there could be communication if meetings have to be cancelled when the weather is bad. 
Tabled.
- Advent Carol Service: It was decided that the Advent Carol Service will be cancelled this year due to lack of 
interest.
- Christmas service schedule: The schedule will be the same as last year. On Dec. 29 there will be one service in 
the parish at St. John’s at 10:00 a.m.
- 2014 meeting schedule: Elizabeth Irwin presented a draft version of the 2014 meeting schedule for discussion. 
She will send out the final version soon.
- Mary Sherwood, Feb. 2: Mary Sherwood has asked to visit the Parish on Sunday, February 2.
- Christmas Dinner: Marilyn Markell said that the sign-up sheets will be available soon.

8. Congregational News
Holy Trinity: Isobel is still waiting for the Diocesan Chancellor to proceed with the transfer of the Sarah Whitney 
Trust. It has not gone to court yet.
St. John’s: Jim noted that the Fall Bazaar went well. Greg Millard and Laurie Wilson were married at St. James’ on 
Nov. 2. The congregation lost Mary Bright whose memorial service was on Nov. 9.
St. James’: Joan mentioned that the slate roof of the church is being repaired. St. James’ will be holding a 
Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, Dec. 7.

9. Next Meeting: Thursday, January 23 at 7:30 p.m. at St. James’. The budget will be prepared on Jan. 16.

10. Closing prayer & adjournment: Moved by Melody Praine, the meeting adjourned with the Grace 
at 9:20 p.m.
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