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“One of the blessings of our Diocese 
is our shared commitment to out-
reach and engaging the world so that 
we can help meet the needs of the 
most vulnerable.”

FROM THE BISHOP

spect. In the case of 
the Trinity Drop-In, I 
believe it is critical that 
we together as a diocese 
support this emerging 
ministry on the road to 
sustainability.

In the New Year our 
diocesan annual appeal 
Today for Tomorrow will 
enter its second year 
during the seasons of 
Lent and Easter. House-
holds from across the 
diocese will be asked to 
make a financial contri-
bution to critical out-
reach programs. These 
will include the existing 
Community Ministries 
as well a funds for the 
development of new 
Community Ministries 
throughout the diocese, 
most especially at this 
time the Trinity Drop-In. 
Please pray for the peo-
ple of the Trinity Drop-
In and when asked, 
please make a contribu-
tion to this critical, new, 
and exciting ministry.

By The Rt. Rev.  
John Chapman

It is 7 am on a Tues-
day and The Reverend 
Deacon Peter Cazaly 
makes his way to a lo-
cal grocery store close 
to his home in a quiet 
village near Cornwall 
on the St. Lawrence 
Seaway. He purchases 
fresh food and milk and 
makes his way to Trin-
ity Anglican Church, 
Cornwall. A member of 
the parish joins him and 
together in a wonder-
fully large kitchen they 
make breakfast. Today 
there will be eggs, sau-
sages, toast, muffins, 
juice, and of course, tea 
and coffee. At 8:30 Pe-
ter opens the doors and 
about 25 people strug-
gling with issues such as 
poverty, mental illness, 
homelessness, and ad-
diction make their way 
into the Trinity Drop-In 
Centre. All are fed and 
welcomed. There is lots 
of conversation, laugh-
ter, moments to quietly 
listen to the struggles 
of another, and some 
progress is made by a 
few on a couple of large 
puzzles laid out on card 
tables. By noon the 
room is cleared as folks 
make their way back to 
the streets of Cornwall 
having received nour-
ishment, hospitality 
and the unconditional 
acceptance and love of 
the Church, the Body of 
Christ.

Deacon Peter served 
as the Chaplain of Cen-
tre 454, a day program 
in Ottawa and one of 
our five Diocesan Com-
munity Ministries. He 
grew up on a farm on 
the Seaway and among 
other things was a 
high-school teacher 
in Cornwall for many 
years. He knows the lay 
of the land. In 2016 I 
sent Deacon Peter back 
to Cornwall to explore 

ways for the church to 
be of greater service 
to the community. For 
years Trinity Church 
has operated a weekly 
food cupboard for folks 
in need in Cornwall. 
With the support of the 
parish, one day Deacon 
Peter invited folks at 
the food cupboard to 
drop-in and stay awhile 
for a time of warmth, 
friendship and refresh-
ment. The invitation 
was gladly accepted and 
the Trinity Drop-In was 
born.

In January 2017 the 
Trinity Drop-In was for-
mally opened in a lovely 
room provided by the 
parish for three morn-
ings a week. Soon it was 
realized that a breakfast 
program was needed 
in Cornwall. With an 
average of 70 visits a 
week in this first year of 
operations, the Trinity 
Drop-In will have over 
3500 visits in 2017. In 
a very short period of 
time Trinity has become 
known around town 
as the Church with the 
Drop-In Centre.

Connections and 
been made with other 
organizations in order 
to explore partnerships. 
A local agency came 
recently to provide 
breakfast for the folks. 
An interfaith group of 
the Anglican, United 
Church, and Muslim 
communities provide 
an evening meal once 
a month for the par-
ticipants of the Trinity 
Drop-In. The four Angli-
can parishes of the Sea-
way (Trinity Cornwall, 
Christ Church Seaway, 
St. John’s Lancaster, 

The Church with the 
Drop-In Centre

urban core of Ottawa.  

The Trinity Drop-In is 
meeting a definite need 
for the most vulnerable 
in the City of Cornwall. 
Partnerships are being 
explored, funding is be-
ing sought, and people 
in the community and 
in our diocese are be-
ing inspired. At Synod 
this past November, as 
Deacon Peter reported 
on the Trinity Drop-In, 
the support was pal-
pable, signified by great 
applause and calls for 
continued support. I 
take that very seriously.

It is clearly a gospel 
imperative that we as 
disciples of Jesus are 
called to ministries of 
justice, compassion and 
service. Throughout 
scripture we see the 
people of God serv-
ing the needs of those 
on the margins of so-
ciety. In Jesus, God is 
revealed as self-giving, 
compassionate, and 
yearning for human-
ity to treat one another 
with dignity and re-

and the Parish of South 
Dundas) have all pro-
vided in-kind and cash 
donations. The Diocesan 
office and the Parish of 
Trinity Cornwall have 
worked together to 
ensure the costs of the 
Drop-In are covered. 
The reality, though, is 
that the Trinity Drop-In 
is not sustainable in its 
current mode of opera-
tions. More staff, funds, 
partnerships, and vol-
unteers are required. 
Although applications 
have been made, we 
have yet to received 
pubic funding.

One of the blessings 
of our Diocese is our 
shared commitment to 
outreach and engag-
ing the world so that 
we can help meet the 
needs of the most vul-
nerable. A survey of our 
parishes turns up count-
less outreach ministries 
throughout the Diocese. 
Our five Ottawa-based 
Community Ministries 
(Centre 454, Corner-
stone Housing for 
Women, The Ottawa 
Pastoral Counselling 
Centre, St. Luke’s Table, 
and The Well) are well 
established with mul-
tiple partnerships and 
funding from the dio-
cese, individual donors, 
organizations, and the 
City of Ottawa. Truth is 
though they all began 
over 30 years ago with 
just a few people, scant 
resources, a discerned 
need and a vision to 
serve. As the Commu-
nity Ministries have 
grown and flourished 
we have often asked 
how we can develop 
and support similar 
ministries beyond the 


