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Stormont Deanery

By Glenn J Lockwood
Holy Trinity Church, 

Riverside Heights has roots 
stretching back into the eigh-
teenth century. Soon after 
United Empire Loyalist refu-
gees arrived in 1784, Ger-
man Lutherans petitioned 
for the right to build a church 
on the centre Commons in 
Williamsburg Township. The 
church built at some point 
between 1788 and 1793 by 
Colonel Henry Merkley, 
master builder is generally 
agreed to be the second Prot-
estant Church built in Up-
per Canada. It seems, as Bill 
Byers suggests, that the first 
church was built as a co-oper-
ative community effort with a 
congregation of  Anglicans, 
German Calvinists (or Pres-
byterians) and German Lu-
therans worshipping together 
under the leadership of  the 
Rev. Samuel Schwerdfeger, a 
Lutheran pastor.

Lutherans found them-
selves at a disadvantage as 
compared with Church of  
England and Church of  
Scotland congregations who 
were the offshoots of  state 
churches in Britain, provid-
ing funding. In 1811, local 
Lutherans petitioned Bishop 
Mountain in Quebec, stating 
that since they were used to 
the Anglican ritual and Eng-
lish language, they requested 

New Incarnations

they be admitted as full An-
glican communicants and 
that their rector be ordained
to the Anglican priesthood.

From that time, the church 
ceased to be a co-worship-
ping church and became 
exclusively Anglican with 
all its services in English. It 
was renamed Saint George’s 
Church. It was not the last 
time the church was re-
named. By 1835 the original
church building had become 
dilapidated beyond repair, 

and only foundation stones 
and a few other bits of  mate-
rial from it could be satisfac-
torily incorporated into the 
new building. In keeping with 
its new incarnation, it was 
renamed Trinity Church. 
In 1878 a correspondent for 
the Churchman reported im-
provements in the interior of  
Trinity Church:

Once it was filled with 
great square pews, but these 
have all been swept away, 
and their place supplied by 

seats, free and open. The hid-
eous side-galleries have been 
taken down, but the western 
one still remains. Although 
there is no structural chancel, 
a quasi- sanctuary has been 
made with good effect...  A 
new pulpit, a handsome 
chandelier, and a stained 
glass window testify to the 
liberality of  certain parishio-
ners.

Although membership 
diminished, the wealthy 
Whitney/Crysler family of  

Ottawa retained interest 
in Trinity Church. Edwin 
Canfield Whitney and his
wife Sarah Crysler, offered
to build a new stone church 
to the glory of  God and in 
memory of  their parents and 
UEL forbears. The new Holy 
Trinity Church was built in 
stone by Benson S. Wickware, 
master builder of  Morris-
burg in 1902. Mr Whitney’s 
brother, Colonel James Pliny 
Whitney, who served as pre-
mier of  Ontario from 1905 
to 1914 and was knighted 
in 1908, was interred in the 
churchyard.

When construction of  
the Saint Lawrence Seaway 
began in the 1950s, Holy 
Trinity Church was moved 
stone by stone to its present
location at Riverside Heights, 
the only church to be taken 
down and rebuilt during the 
Seaway project.

___________

If  you would like to help 
the Archives preserve the
records of  the Diocese, why 
not become a Friend of  the 
Archives? Your $20 annual
membership brings you three
issues of  the Newsletter, and 
you will receive a tax receipt
for further donations above
that amount. 
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PARISH NEWS

In Memoriam: Ralph Langtry
By Nancy Higham, Church 
Warden

The congregation of  St. 
James, Carleton Place were 
very saddened by the sudden 
death of  their beloved friend 
and music director /organist 
Ralph Langtry, on October 
16, 2017. 

Ralph was born in Almon-
te, but lived most of  his life 
in Carleton Place. He had a 
great love of  music and start-
ed studying piano as a young 
boy. He was a choirboy in the 
St. James choir, and continu-
ally worked at improving his 
musical skills and repertoire.  
Just before attending univer-
sity, Ralph earned the ARCT 
(Solo Performer) Diploma 
from the Royal Conservatory 
of  Music.

Ralph graduated from 

Queens University with a de-
gree in history (BA Honours) 
in1961 and began a lengthy 
teaching career at South Car-
leton High School, where he 
taught history for 33 years. 
In 1962, he was appointed 
organist of  St. James, and 
he played his first service 
on the 1904 Casavant Pipe 
organ on Advent 1, Decem-
ber 2, 1962. For the next 56 
years, Ralph played faith-
fully every Sunday, directed 

the choir, and expanded the 
music program. He donated 
a baby grand piano in mem-
ory of  Margaret Langtry, and 
the addition of  piano music 
during worship rounded out 
the music experience at St. 
James. In addition to playing 
cherished hymns he referred 
to as “chestnuts”, Ralph of-
ten gifted us with jazz ver-
sions of  favourite hymns, and 
his signature piece “The Hal-
lelujah Chorus”.

In addition to being a 
gifted musician, Ralph was 
an outstanding cook and an 
invitation to dinner at his 
house or cabin was always 
a wonderful experience. He 
took great delight in sitting 
with friends over dinner, and 
discussing a wide range of  
topics from history to poli-

tics, gardening, to theatre. 
An avid reader, Ralph was al-
ways happy to loan a book, or 
receive a recommendation of  
a book he might enjoy. Ralph 
enjoyed doing needlepoint, 
and created beautiful kneel-
ers around our communion 
rail. He was devoted to his 
English Cocker Spaniels Lily, 
Angel, and Robyn, and was 
devastated as each one came 
to the end of  their lifetime. 

In September, family and 
friends gathered for a retire-
ment celebration for Ralph, 
who retired in June 2017 as 
organist at St. James. Letters 
of  congratulations from The 
Prime Minister and Queen 
Elizabeth were presented 
to Ralph at the retirement 
party, as well as a letter an-
nouncing The Ralph Lang-

try Music Scholarship Fund.  
Ralph enjoyed the gathering
and was delighted with the 
establishment of  the scholar-
ship in his name. 

On October 16, Ralph 
died unexpectedly in the Ot-
tawa Heart Institute, at the 
age of  79. He is survived by 
his sisters Catherine Mur-
phy, and Eleanor Schmidt. 
He was predeceased by his 
parents Naomi and Gordon 
Langtry, and his brother 
Ross. Ralph will be fondly re-
membered by his nieces and 
nephews, and by his wide cir-
cle of  friends, especially those 
who loved him at St. James.

His funeral was held in 
St. James Carleton Place on 
October 19, with internment 
in St. James Anglican Cem-
etery.
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